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Comment No. 1  Issue Code: 16
The Y-12 SWEIS assesses the potential environmental impacts
associated with the continued operation of the Y-12 National
Security Complex, and the proposed construction and operation of
new facilities for the HEU Storage Mission and Special Materials
Mission at Y-12. The proposed action is not expected to have any
impacts upon the nuclear weapons endeavors of other nations;
would not violate or impact any international treaties or
agreements; would not have any impact on ongoing negotiations to
further reduce nuclear weapons stockpiles; and would not promote
nuclear proliferation. There is no expanded production of nuclear
weapons proposed in the Y-12 SWEIS.  In addition, there are no
plans or proposals to build new nuclear weapons production
facilities to increase the weapons stockpile. 

Comment No. 2                Issue Code: 15
Over the past several years, DOE has had a very aggressive facility
upgrade and clean-up program and has worked with EPA, the
states, stakeholders, and the general public to clean up its facilities
to acceptable levels.  To date, DOE has completed numerous clean-
up activities and is aggressively working toward the clean up of its
remaining environmental problems.  Actions taken to continue
Y-12 weapons support missions, and construction and operations
of the HEU Materials and the Special Materials missions would not
be inconsistent with nor impact ongoing clean-up activities. 

DOE believes that it has adequately addressed impacts to public
health and safety that could result from implementing the various
alternatives.  Volume I, Sections 5.12 and 5.14 of the Y-12 SWEIS
address impacts to public health and safety from the proposed
action and alternatives, and Volume II, Appendices D and E
provide further detailed analyses related to human health effects
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Comment No. 2 (cont.)                             Issue Code: 15
from normal operations/facility accidents, and air quality,
respectively.  The risks mentioned by the commentor are very small
with regard to the proposals in the Y-12 SWEIS, and actually would
be improved by increasing the safety in the handling and storage of
these materials.

Comment No. 3                             Issue Code: 16
DOE recognizes that it has facilities which require some level of
environmental cleanup. Most of the facilities at Y-12 were designed
and constructed in the 1940s and 1950s, prior to today’s
environmental requirements when the understanding of waste
management principles was not what it is today. Over the past
several years, DOE has had a very aggressive facility upgrade and
clean-up program and has worked with EPA, the states,
stakeholders, and the general public to clean up its facilities to
acceptable levels. To date, DOE has completed numerous clean-up
activities and is aggressively working toward the cleanup of its
remaining environmental problems. Actions taken to continue Y-12
weapons support missions, and construction and operation of new
facilities for HEU Materials and Special Materials missions at Y-12
would not be inconsistent with nor impact these ongoing clean-up
activities. 


